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Mely Moabon, Purok Upper Bitara Homeowners Association President, said, “We live in houses
where walls are the only gap from the others, we could even hear the crying of the wife when
couples fight in the middle of the night.”
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Jaime Magpalik, a 53-year-old urbap poor resident, said that their daily life in the community
starts by rising at dawn and doing Household chores, drinking coffee before getting to work,
while jobless ones chat over a cup df coffee. Many of the men are drivers, some are bakers, labor-
ers, butchers, and store helpers; thegwomen wash clothes for a living, while others are vendors
selling native delicacies, hair accesspries and other merchandise, Magpalik reports. Angelita Bel-
lago, Sariling Sikap Homeowners association president complained that “one of the things we ir-
ritatingly bear is waking up in the njiddle of the night hearing those running teenagers escaping
from the apprehending barangay pgacekeepers and policemen.” Their offenses are drug pushing
and using, she said. “You see, in thi§ kind of community drugs are sold like candy and popcorn.”

The situation may be miserable but|as the adage goes, “beggars can‘t be choosers.” The residents
have no choice, they can only make|the most of what they have and be thankful. As people keep
coming into Cotabato, negative perceptions set in. The urban poor are derided as an eyesore, ac-
cording to people like Oscar Tan Abjng, President of Groceries Association of Cotabato City.
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night to secure the comimunity from possible arsonists. When Huyong-Huyohg burned down last
October 2, 2008, the place was secured with a perimeter fence and matching security guards the

following day. Enraged|residents were ready to sacrifice their lives in fighting against the injus-
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P750,000. Together with the PCUP, Kagkakalimwa'’s Executive Committee gave assistance so that
the Huyong-Huyong Homeowners Associgtion could buy the land. The money that residents
received as disturbance compensation of 5,000 for each family from the city government was
consolidated with their own lot-equity furid savings. These savings enabled them to purchase the
land. According to Daisy, Purol Huyong-Huyongs Homeowners Association treasurer, “Had it not
been for the solidarity of the group, this piece of land that we own today would not materialize.”

On this land, each member will have a 67 §9.m of land to own. On January 3, 2009, the Huyong-
Huyong settlers finally transferred to theirjnew homes in Sinsuat.

The Huyong-Huyong case, however, is noff isolated. The federation is home to ten (10) more orga-
nized affiliates of homeless settlers. Jocelyn Sugabo, Purok Sibuyan Homeowners Association
President, expressed concern: “What if whiat happened to Huyong-Huyong will also happen to
my own organization?” The federation members and leaders shared her sentiment. They decided
to purchase another available neighboring land in Tenorio, Datu Odin Sinsuat, Maguindanao. The
property is said to be 9.4 hectares worth Php3.5 million. It is seven kilometers away from the city
and is more than enough to accomodate §00 members and their families. Again with the help

of the PCUP and SPEED, the Kagkakalimwa Executive Committee negotiated with the lot owner
named Mr. Manolo Yu. On November 5, 2008 the deal was closed and the federation was given
three months to pay for the property.
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The Executive Committee and the Counciljof Leaders met and came to a decision that the 600
members would pay P7,000 for a 100-sg.m.lot, plus P150 registration fee. The members must
also pay their monthly dues regularly. KagLakaIimwa made it a policy that prospective owners
must religiously follow these rules in order to lay claim to their property.




Currently, the Kagkakalimwa Community of Workers Association has been able to raise P3.5 mil-
lion to purchase the said property. SPEED is also busy helping yet another people’s organization,
the Pag-Asa Homeowners” Associption in its efforts to buy a 10,000-hectare lot within the city for
the 85 families of its members.

As for the 73 members of Huyong-Huyong Homeowners Association, they are now getting used
to their new environment. As Mr. Romeo Pableo, Huyong-Huyong Homeowners Associations
President said, “We are back to basic. No light, no water. It is hard but we need to try harder.”
The federation thus faces huge challenges at the moment: water and electrical facilities, health
and sanitation, a waste managenient program, and most importantly, livelihood opportunities.
But, as the members agree, it is also a test of how their unity, which BAKAL helped form, can
inspire members to do their sharg and live a brighter and productive life ahead.

]
{ ]

Rudy Pangasia pimthis new
~hom insuat, Cotabato City.

In the future, the federation is planning to put up a water-service cooperative for the entire com-
munity and for the neighboring communities down the area. Kagkakalimwa also plans to tap
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