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Iﬂ Quezon City By Edwin Tabora, CPE

Guia Bati-on is a coordinator and organizer of the
Women), and like most of her colleagues, she is ne
opment planning.

“We were better at organizing women workers w
as well,” related Guia. “We have been accustomed
ing cats and dogs with riot policemen - the work ¢
ment planning seemed a radical departure for us.”

APL-Women and the Center for Popular Empower
Bayanihan sa Kalunsuran (BAKAL) project in Quezc
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barangays, Pasong Putik and Bagong Silang
underwent the same processes on organizi
ing on development planning, among othe
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However, in 2007 the barangay elections w
Estate Settlers’ Federation (TESEF) going up

gay Chairperson in Barangay Pasong Putik. |
where the local community—members of t
mga Maralitang Obrero (KAMAO)4—were i

Endaya.



Sitting with a cup of coffee during a break at the Faq
ment Planning through Participatory Learning and
their new venture would have a positive outcome a

“What can BAKAL do for us?” she wondered. “What
ready been covered by our trainings on organizing?
to put into their work, coming as she did from the s¢
my mom are all already experts in organizing and
Women family — Juliet, Dang, Fatima, Marlene and
federation.

The BDP-PLA Facilitators’ Training produced 12 facil
group to oversee the BDPs of Barangay Pasong Puti
self stood as head of the Secretariat. “It was hard,”
the planning was very quiet, they had to be coaxed
felt in order to really come up with an accurate pict
and it was just the first day of the planning,” Guia re
was part of the process. That it was, as CPE Executiv
engagements at the local were done. “You have to g
of what it means to participate in politics and gover

Women’s Da)'r nds protest the rising cost of food and other daily needs. /

Guia would soon enough realize that through their ¢
munity would begin to know what the Gender and
how barangays are managed and governed, what p




Morale boosting on city level
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But the process would not stop with the Ple
respective barangays, for the adaptation of
convening of the Barangay Development C
plans. It was there that the antagonism of t
the plans were ignored, and the BDC was n(

Empowered community

“It was finally the real fight,” said Edwin to
from the footsteps of Mendiola to the gates

“And knowing that the Barangay Chairpersq
plans, we had to rely on the strength that o
ing to see to it that they could still see their
And when it came to pass that the BDPs we
ence offered a very practical lesson - that p

pursuit of change in the face of immoveabl¢

“But if together the communities on their o
contribute towards saving money for a co
firmed Edwin. “The immediate task for us is
that the BDP is not dead.”
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ort from the Barangay Chairperson, our people
omponent of good governance which is an em-

between what we were doing at the national [lev-
ussed Guia. “It was not enough that we exposed
hlso necessary to respond to the daily, pressing
eir communit
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idarity among people’s organizations was key.
e CDC, the plans and the mechanisms for peo-
the consciousness of policy makers,” said Edwin.
ord in people’s participation that other metro-
hlone does not guarantee responsiveness and

ce because this would give teeth to the City De-
presentatives would have a say in the city’s plans

engaging our barangay officials, combined with
pove’ certainly complemented each other,” said
esulted in positive developments. For example,
ngan and Pasong Putik will not admit it, some



of their projects such as installation of street lights, adding barangay peagq
cetera, are actually demands first brought to light under our BDPs.”

The resolve of the people’s organizations involved with the BAKAL projec
and Pasong Putik became evident with the formation of the Task Force B
APL-Women and key leaders and the facilitators. The ad hoc body seeks t(

the contents of the communities’ plans, with or without support from the
“We have seen the beginning of APL-Women members mobilizing some ¢
livelihood project on rag-making,” said Guia. “We have seen the commun
to a recent flooding in Bagong Silangan, and from the looks of it, there ar¢
plans laid out in the BDPs to still be pursued.”

“I began to understand that our governance work certainly expands our
added Guia. “Bayanihan is indeed key, an indispensable guidepost to win
for our people’s rights.”

APL - women members play volleyball in Barangay

‘Aﬁong Putik, north of Quezon city.

1 The name “Guia” derives from giya, the Filipino term for guide or buoy.

2 Quotations lifted from conversations and interviews with Guia and othe
Tagalog language.

3 Pasong Putik roughly translates as ‘dirt road’ or a narrow passageway o
ing Silangan literally means ‘New East'.

4 Loosely translated as Christian Alliance of Poor Workers.

5 “Packaging” is the term commonly used by BDP-PLA facilitators to mea

Development Plan.



